
JESUS: ABUSED CHILD, GOOD EXAMPLE, OR SIN-BEARING SUBSTITUTE? 
Selected Scriptures on the Death of Christ (English Standard Version) 

 
Genesis 3:15   
I will put enmity between you and the woman, 

and between your offspring and her offspring; 
he shall bruise your head, 

and you shall bruise his heel." 
  

Isaiah 53:1-12   
Who has believed what they heard from us? 

And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 2 
For he grew up before him like a young plant, 

and like a root out of dry ground; 
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 

and no beauty that we should desire him. 3 
He was despised and rejected by men; 

a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; 
and as one from whom men hide their faces 

he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 4 
Surely he has borne our griefs 

and carried our sorrows; 
yet we esteemed him stricken, 

smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 
But he was wounded for our transgressions; 

he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 

and with his stripes we are healed. 6 
All we like sheep have gone astray; 

we have turned every one to his own way; 
and the LORD has laid on him 

the iniquity of us all. 7 
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 

yet he opened not his mouth; 
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 

and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
so he opened not his mouth. 8 

By oppression and judgment he was taken away; 
and as for his generation, who considered 

that he was cut off out of the land of the living, 
stricken for the transgression of my people? 9 

And they made his grave with the wicked 
and with a rich man in his death, 

although he had done no violence, 



and there was no deceit in his mouth. 10 
Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; 

he has put him to grief; 
when his soul makes an offering for sin, 

he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; 
the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 11 
Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; 
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, 

make many to be accounted righteous, 
and he shall bear their iniquities. 12 

Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, 
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, 

because he poured out his soul to death 
and was numbered with the transgressors; 

yet he bore the sin of many, 
and makes intercession for the transgressors.  
 

Daniel 9:24  "Seventy weeks are decreed about your people and your holy city, to finish the 
transgression, to put an end to sin, and to atone for iniquity, to bring in everlasting 
righteousness, to seal both vision and prophet, and to anoint a most holy place.   
 
Zech. 9:11   
As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 

I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.  
 

Zech. 13:1  "On that day there shall be a fountain opened for the house of David and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and uncleanness.  
 
Matthew 20:28  even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life 
as a ransom for many."  
 
Matthew 26:28  for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the 
forgiveness of sins.   
 
Mark 10:45  For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as 
a ransom for many."  
 
Mark 14:24  And he said to them, "This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for 
many.   
 
Luke 22:19-20  And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to 
them, saying, "This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me."  20And 
likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, "This cup that is poured out for you is the new 
covenant in my blood.   



 
Luke 24:26  Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his 
glory?"   
 
John 1:29  The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sin of the world!   
 
John 3:14-17  And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up,  15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life." 16For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.  
 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him.   
 
John 6:51  I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he 
will live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh."  
 
John 10:11  I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.   
 
John 10:15  just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the 
sheep.   
 
John 10:17  For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up 
again.   
 
John 11:49-52  But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, "You 
know nothing at all.  50Nor do you understand that it is better for you that one man should die 
for the people, not that the whole nation should perish."  51He did not say this of his own 
accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation,  52and 
not for the nation only, but also to gather into one the children of God who are scattered 
abroad.   
 
John 12:24  Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it 
remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.   
 
John 12:31-33  Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out.  
32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself."  33He said this to 
show by what kind of death he was going to die.   
 
John 14:19  Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I 
live, you also will live.   
 
John 15:13  Greater love has no one than this, that someone lays down his life for his friends.   
 



Acts 5:30-31  The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree.  
31God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and 
forgiveness of sins.   
 
Acts 20:28  Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has 
made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.   
 
Acts 26:23  that the Christ must suffer and that, by being the first to rise from the dead, he 
would proclaim light both to our people and to the Gentiles."  
 
Romans 3:24-25  and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus,  25whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was 
to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins.   
 
Romans 4:25  who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification.  
 
Romans 5:6-11  For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  7For 
one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare 
even to die— 8but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us.  9Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by 
him from the wrath of God.  10For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the 
death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.  11More 
than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now 
received reconciliation.  
 
Romans 6:3-5  Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death?  4We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order 
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 
newness of life. 5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be 
united with him in a resurrection like his.   
 
Romans 6:9-10  We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no 
longer has dominion over him.  10For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life 
he lives he lives to God.   
 
Romans 8:3  For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending 
his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh,   
 
Romans 8:32  He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also 
with him graciously give us all things?   
 
Romans 8:34  Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was 
raised— who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.   
 



Romans 8:39  nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 
Romans 14:9  For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead 
and of the living.  
 
Romans 14:15  For if your brother is grieved by what you eat, you are no longer walking in love. 
By what you eat, do not destroy the one for whom Christ died.   
 
1 Cor. 5:7  Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are 
unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.   
 
1 Cor. 6:20  for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.  
 
1 Cor. 8:11  And so by your knowledge this weak person is destroyed, the brother for whom 
Christ died.   
 
1 Cor. 15:3  For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for 
our sins in accordance with the Scriptures,   
 
2 Cor. 5:14-15  For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has 
died for all, therefore all have died;  15and he died for all, that those who live might no longer 
live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.  
 
2 Cor. 5:19  that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.   
 
2 Cor. 5:21  For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.  
 
2 Cor. 8:9  For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your 
sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.   
 
Galatians 1:4  who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to 
the will of our God and Father,   
 
Galatians 2:20  It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the 
flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.   
 
Galatians 3:13  Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it 
is written, "Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree"—   
 



Galatians 4:4-5  But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 
woman, born under the law,  5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 
receive adoption as sons.   
 
Ephes. 1:6-7  to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.  
7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to 
the riches of his grace,   
 
Ephes. 2:13-16  But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by 
the blood of Christ.  14For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken 
down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility  15by abolishing the law of commandments and 
ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace,  
16and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.   
 
Ephes. 5:2  And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering 
and sacrifice to God.  
 
Ephes. 5:25-27  Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for 
her,  26that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word,  
27so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any 
such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.   
 
Col. 1:14  in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  
 
Col. 1:20-22  and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, 
making peace by the blood of his cross. 21And you, who once were alienated and hostile in 
mind, doing evil deeds,  22he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to 
present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him,   
 
Col. 2:14-15  by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This 
he set aside, nailing it to the cross.  15He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to 
open shame, by triumphing over them in him.  
 
1 Thes. 1:10  and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who 
delivers us from the wrath to come.  
 
1 Thes. 5:9-10  For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord 
Jesus Christ,  10who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him.   
 
1 Tim. 2:6  who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper 
time.   
 
Titus 2:14  who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a 
people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.  



 
Hebrews 1:3  He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 
upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down 
at the right hand of the Majesty on high,   
 
Hebrews 2:9-10  But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely 
Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of 
God he might taste death for everyone. 10For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all 
things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect 
through suffering.   
 
Hebrews 2:14-15  Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise 
partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of 
death, that is, the devil,  15and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to 
lifelong slavery.   
 
Hebrews 2:18  For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who 
are being tempted.  
 
Hebrews 7:27  He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own 
sins and then for those of the people, since he did this once for all when he offered up himself.   
 
Hebrews 9:12-17  he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of 
goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.  13For if 
the sprinkling of defiled persons with the blood of goats and bulls and with the ashes of a heifer 
sanctifies for the purification of the flesh,  14how much more will the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from 
dead works to serve the living God. 15Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that 
those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred 
that redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant.  16For where a 
will is involved, the death of the one who made it must be established.  17For a will takes effect 
only at death, since it is not in force as long as the one who made it is alive.   
 
Hebrews 9:25-26  Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest enters the holy 
places every year with blood not his own,  26for then he would have had to suffer repeatedly 
since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the 
ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.   
 
Hebrews 9:28  so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a 
second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.  
 
Hebrews 10:10  And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all.  
 



Hebrews 10:12  But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down 
at the right hand of God,   
 
Hebrews 10:14  For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being 
sanctified.   
 
Hebrews 10:17-20  then he adds, 
"I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more." 
 18Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. 19Therefore, 

brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus,  20by 
the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his 
flesh,   

 
Hebrews 12:2  looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was 
set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the 
throne of God.  
 
Hebrews 12:24  and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that 
speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.  
 
Hebrews 13:11-12  For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the holy places 
by the high priest as a sacrifice for sin are burned outside the camp.  12So Jesus also suffered 
outside the gate in order to sanctify the people through his own blood.   
 
1 Peter 1:2  accord ing to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the Spir-
it, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood: 
May grace and peace be multiplied to you.  
 
1 Peter 1:18-21  knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your 
forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold,  19but with the precious blood of 
Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.  20He was foreknown before the foundation 
of the world but was made manifest in the last times for your sake,  21who through him are 
believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope 
are in God.  
 
1 Peter 2:21  For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you 
an example, so that you might follow in his steps.   
 
1 Peter 2:24  He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live 
to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.   
 
1 Peter 3:18  For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he 
might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit,   
 



1 Peter 4:1  Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of 
thinking, for whoever has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin,   
 
1 John 1:7  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 
and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.   
 
1 John 2:2  He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the 
whole world.   
 
1 John 3:16  By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down 
our lives for the brothers.   
 
1 John 4:10  In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to 
be the propitiation for our sins.   
 
Rev. 1:5  and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of 
kings on earth. 
To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood   
 
Rev. 5:9  And they sang a new song, saying, 
"Worthy are you to take the scroll  

and to open its seals, 
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God 

from every tribe and language and people and nation,  
 

Rev. 7:14-15  I said to him, "Sir, you know." And he said to me, "These are the ones coming out 
of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. 15 
"Therefore they are before the throne of God, 

and serve him day and night in his temple; 
and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence.  
 

Rev. 13:8  and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been 
written before the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb that was slain.   
 


